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Celebrate the end of 2023, Ring in 2024! 

All Saints Day 

We will be celebrating All Saints Day on November 6th this 
year.  All Saints Day is when we remember those saints in our 
lives who have died.  Whether one of your saints died in the last 
year or many years ago, this is the day that we remember them.  
On All Saints Day we also remember all the saints currently in 
our lives who give much to us every day.   

Morgan Hill has only had one member die in the last year, yet 
we know many members have had family and friends who have 
been lost in the last year.  We will light a candle for Ken Han-
chett and we will have extra candles and invite everyone in at-
tendance to come forward and light a candle for one of the 
saints in their lives.  We are blessed to have saints in our lives 
so join us in remembering your saints on this special day.  

Christmas Eve  

Morgan Hill UMC will worship together on Christmas Eve, December 24, at 5 
pm.  The service will be a festival of Lessons and Carols.  The Lessons are 
readings from the New Testaments that tell the story of the birth of the Jesus.  
The Carols are songs that show us the beauty of the season.  There is be a spe-
cial children's time with a story, “Emma's Gift” by Molly Schaar Idle.  

The service will end with the lighting of our own candles as we sing Silent Night. 
Come and celebrate the Eve of the birth of our Savior.   

Christmas Day 

This year Christmas, December 25, is on a Sunday.  We will worship at our nor-
mal time of 10 am.  We will have a shortened service so that families will have 
time to spend time together.  We invite the children to bring one toy that they re-
ceived on Christmas and we will bless the new toys.  Come and greet your 
church family this Christmas morning. 

New Year’s Day 

New Year’s Day, January 1 is on a Sunday this year.  We will wor-
ship at our normal time of 10 am.  We will begin the year with John 
Wesley’s renewal service.  This liturgy reminds us of being Jesus’ 
disciples and we will celebrate Holy Communion.  Begin 2023 with 
your church family.   
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November 6—End of Daylight Savings Time! 

Remember to turn your clocks BACK an hour before you retire for 
the night Saturday, November 5.  It’s the end of Daylight Savings 
Time! Don’t forget the car clock, if it’s not automatically set. Other-
wise you’ll be an hour early for church on November 6—and that’s 
not a bad thing. 

 

mailto:office@mhumc.com
https://www.mhumc.com
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It seems impossible that 
we are coming to the end 
of the year.  The last two 
months of the year are 
filled with two of the most 
important holidays of the 
year.   

In November we celebrate 
Thanksgiving, and in De-
cember we celebrate Ad-
vent and Christmas.  This 
season is wonderful.  It is 
my favorite season.  I al-

ways think that people are nicer this time of 
year.  I always think that there are more smiles 
this time of year.   

And while most of us pause and celebrate 
these holidays, I can’t help but think of all those 
who are suffering.  Many have lost a family or 
friend and are grieving.  For them the lights 
aren’t quite as bright.  There are those who are 
alone this holiday season.  If it is a choice that 
is fine, but there are some who would love an 
invitation and don’t have that invitation.  Some 
face a difficult situation.  It might be the loss of 
a job, or a recent diagnosis or a challenge with 
financial issues.  

For these, it can be a difficult season.  We have 
expectations of things being wonderful, and 
when they are not, it is even more difficult.   

Pastor’s Prose: End of year celebrations, adventures 

As we celebrate Thanksgiving most of us gath-
er with family and/or friends and pause to give 
thanks.  For many, Thanksgiving is defined by 
the three “Fs:” food, family, and football.  I in-
vite you to pause this Thanksgiving and take 
the time to write one note of thanks to a person 
you know.   

Advent starts the Sunday after Thanksgiving.  
Now during Advent, I try to do slow down, give 
thanks for all that I have, and enjoy the season.  
This year, one of the things at the top of my list 
of thanks is the privilege and blessing of serv-
ing this congregation.   

I have only been here 1½ years, and I have 
been reminded many times this year of the rich 
traditions of this congregation and the history of 
many of the people who have chartered the 
way for us.  As we look for ways to take care of 
this remarkable sanctuary and as we look for 
ways to plan for the future, we remember that 
the priority is always the people.  Jesus tells us 
that we are to love God and love others as our-
selves, and we live by these two command-
ments.   

This year, the close of the year is different 
for me.  At the beginning of the season there 
will be no slowing down.  For twenty years or 
so I have wanted to go to Antarctica.  I remem-
ber twenty years ago when I would mention 
traveling to Antarctica, people would look at me 
with the thought “Are you crazy?”  Now many 
companies have created trips to Antarctica.  I 
am joining one of those trips to Antarctica.  I 
am leaving on December 1st.  I have started 
reading about the continent, and I am amazed.   

Did you know that there are spiders and worms 
in Antarctica?  I didn’t.  I knew no people lived 
there, and I thought it was the exclusive habitat 
for penguins.  The spiders and worms are 
large, very large.  The spiders sometimes have 
10 or 12 legs.  The worms are 3 meters long.  
There is also a one cell animal called a foram 
that eats larger animals.  It seems the rules that 
we are used to don’t apply.  There is something 
about having to adapt to the cold weather.   

Pastor Linda 
Holbrook 

Continued on p. 4 
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I also learned that there is an international trea-
ty so no cruises to Antarctica can put more 
than 100 people on the continent at any one 
time.   

The treaty also says there is no commercial ac-
tivity on Antarctica.  The nations who have sta-
tions there are for scientific purposes.  I looked 
at a map and the directions from the continent 
point to Australia, New Zealand, Africa, and 
South America.  I have much more reading to 
do so I can’t wait to see what else I didn’t know. 

I will return on December 15th.  I will miss part 
of Advent with you, but I will return for the last 
Sunday of Advent, and for Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day.  My joy will be seeing all of you 
when I return.   

My prayer is that each of you can find gratitude 
in the people and things surrounding you.  My 
prayer is that you have a peaceful and happy 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.  My prayer is you 

see the needs of others and help where you 
can.  And I am here if you need a pastor during 
this holiday season.   

 

Grace and Peace, 

Linda 

Pastor’s Prose: End of year celebrations, adventures (from p. 3) 

SOUTH BAY SINGERS PRESENT: 

‘WELCOME CHRISTMAS!’ 
 

A concert of beloved holiday music featuring 
a 40-voice choir, soloists and instrumentalists 

performing timeless traditional carols to  
contemporary seasonal songs…  

all in joyous celebration of Christmas! 

 

FRIDAY, DEC. 2,  GRACE HILL CHURCH 7:30 PM, 16970 DeWitt Ave., Morgan Hill 

 (Due to construction, Grace Hill must be approached via W. Dunne) 

SATURDAY, DEC. 3, ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 3:00 PM, 16870 Murphy Ave., Morgan Hill 

(Larger venue) 

Tickets: $20 (Children 10 and under free) 

• Tickets can be purchased in advance by using the QR code here. 

• Tickets can be purchased at southbaysingers.com. 

• Tickets will also be available for purchase at the door.   

Masks encouraged.         

https://www.southbaysingers.com/next.html
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Youth News: Thanks, Darcy; Welcome, Lydia! 

By Grace Brawn, Youth Minister 
gracebrawn@gmail.com, 408-242-7317 

Darcy Foster has been my Assistant Youth 
Leader since I restarted the Youth program 
at MHUMC after Easter in April 2020. My 
timing wasn’t great since the COVID 19 lock-
down had just begun. (Maybe it wouldn’t last 
too long...) Darcy said she would “help out 

for a while” and after almost three wonderful, dedicated years 
she is stepping down. She has supported our Youth though 
Zoom calls during COVID lockdown, confirmation classes, fla-
mingo flocking, art projects, Rally Sundays and a glorious trip 
to Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk. These were not going to be 
easy shoes to fill, but it was a position that had to be filled to 
continue our program. The United Methodist Church has a 
safety program that requires two adults present when working 
with any youth and children under the age of 18. Without Darcy our Youth program might have had 
to go on hold again.  

Our Lord blesses our lives and our church in so many ways. On just the second Sunday that I an-
nounced a need for an Assistant Youth Leader someone reached out and touched my hand and 
said “I’ll do it.” I didn’t even know this woman. She has recently moved to Morgan Hill and is attend-
ing our church. I know her now. Her name is Lydia Richard and she is bringing her enthusiasm and 
energy to our Youth program. On October 30, Lydia and I were the Worship Leader and Lector and 
joined in the Halloween spirit by wearing costumes. (See us on page 9 of this issue!) 

In the next newsletter I’ll tell you more about Lydia and what we are doing with the Youth rooms. 

Youth Group is open to youth grades 6 through 12. 

We meet on the 4th Sunday of each month, after our church service, about 11:30am-12:30pm, in 
the upstairs youth room of our Wesley Cottage. 

Finance Update: Managing expenses to close the year 

By Geoff Ullmann, Finance Chair and Wendy Ringo, Treasurer 

In September, our expenses were higher than budgeted, and pledged in-
come was about 75% of budget.  Fortunately, nonpledged income was 
higher than expected.  In addition, we received $3,000 from the Quilt 
Show.  At this point, we project that, at the end of the year, overall our 
General Fund will be at break-even.  It’s very important that we continue 
to manage our spending. And if you are able to complete your 2022 
pledged giving, please do so. 
 
We are moving forward on setting up the church endowment account.  We will begin with a local 
bank account, then as it builds, move it into an account managed by an organization such as Cali-
fornia-Nevada United Methodist Foundation (www.canvumf.org/).  

Your continued contributions are very important for the mission and ministry of our church.  See 
our giving options on our “Giving” web page, www.mhumc.com/about/giving/. 

Darcy Foster (right) helped lead our 
Youth for almost 3 years! Thanks, 
Darcy! 

https://www.canvumf.org/
https://www.mhumc.com/about/giving/
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Lessons from our Sunday School children: 

Calming the sea  
By Megan Richardson 

In our October 23 Sunday School class, we talked about the 
storm that came upon the sea when Jesus and his disciples 
set sail after a busy day of teaching and healing. Jesus 
calmed the sea and reassured the disciples everything was 
okay. We can rest assured that no matter how challenging 
the seas of life get, Jesus is there to bring us strength and 
calm. 

Our children are amazing, and we learn a lot from them!  If 
you are interested in being a teacher or helper for Sunday 
School, please contact Jeannie Clayton. 

Good Reading 

“Gum Moon:  A Novel of San Francisco Chinatown” 
Did you know that United Women in Faith, an organization rooted in 
The United Methodist Church, sponsors a women’s residence in San 
Francisco that was established in 1868 to shelter Chinese girls from 
human trafficking? 

In the book “Gum Moon: A Novel of San Francisco Chinatown” by Jef-
frey L. Staley, we learn how in 1898, three-year-old Chinese-
American girl Mei Chun Lai is sold to a cruel brothel keeper, where a 
sympathetic prostitute befriends her. Two years later, at the height of 
a plague quarantine, a young Methodist woman rescues Chun and 
places her in a home for abused and trafficked girls. The home is de-
stroyed in the 1906 earthquake and fire. Chun (aka “Maud”) and a 
group of seven other Chinese children embark on a cross-country 
singing tour to raise funds to rebuild. When their home matron suffers 
a breakdown, 13-year-old Maud must lead the band of children home. 
Based on a true story.  

This book is part of the United Women in Faith Reading Program.  
Get more info about the program here:  
https://elcaminorealumw.org/educate/reading-program/ 

https://elcaminorealumw.org/educate/reading-program/
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Simple ways to celebrate Advent 
By Rev. Dr. Linda Holbrook 

I read a story about a mother who had a wonderful Advent activity with her family.  She had each 
person draw a name.  Then she made a manger (without Jesus until Christmas morning).  She put 
small pieces of straw on the stable floor.  Each time a person did a kind or thoughtful act for the per-
son whose name they had drawn, they took a piece of straw from the floor and placed it in the man-
ger.  These pieces of straw were the “straws of love” that were gifts to welcome the Christ child.   

What a great way to celebrate a simple advent and Christmas.  Remember that Jesus is the reason 
for the season.  I want to offer you suggestions for having a simple Advent and Christmas. 

 Attend a Christmas Eve service. 

 Make a trip with the family to see the 
lights. 

 Make a blessing box for someone. 

 Take the Christmas cards you received 
last year and pray for each family that sent 
you the card. 

 Make a donation in someone’s honor to a 
charity in which they have an interest. 

 Make some popcorn, light the fire, and 
gather together to watch a classic Christ-
mas movie. 

 Write a letter to each person in your family 
that tells them why you love them. 

 Show someone special that you love them 
by giving them your undivided attention. 

 Visit a person you haven’t seen in months 
or years. 

 Read the Christmas story from the Bible. 

 Offer to shop for someone who can’t get 
out. 

 Clean out a closet and give old clothes to 
an agency who can use them. 

 Visit neighbors who had a death in their 
family this year. 

 Bake Christmas treats. 

 Make a “Blessings” tablecloth.  Purchase 
an inexpensive white tablecloth and a col-
ored Sharpie marker.  At a meal gathering 
have everyone present sign their name. 

 Take time to enjoy all the decorations in 
your home. 

 Finally, celebrate the birth of the Christ 
child by making a manger in your heart. 

Merry Christmas! 
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Church Charge 

Conference held 

October 29 
By Pastor Linda Holbrook 

Our annual Morgan Hill UMC 
church conference was held 
on Saturday October 29.  
Rev. Clyde Vaughn presided 
at the church conference, as 
a church elder.  Megan Rich-
ardson, our Lay Leader, cele-
brated all that the church had 
done in the last year, and re-
ports from the SPRC commit-
tee and the Nominations 
committee were presented.  
The leaders will begin their 
service on January 1, 2023.  
Trish Catalano was renewed 
as a Lay Servant.   

A look ahead to 2023 high-
lighted the establishment of 
an endowment for Morgan 
Hill UMC, creating some new 
mission projects, and a plan 
to hold Children’s Sunday 
School every week.  Several 
people commented how im-
portant it is to return to fellow-
ship time after our worship 
service because that is the 
way we maintain and nurture 
our beloved community.  Sev-
eral people also commented 
about our exceptional choir 
and wanting to continue our 
inspirational worship services.   

Thank you to all you came to 
the church conference.  If you 
would like more details about 
the conference, please ask 
Pastor Linda or Megan Rich-
ardson.   

The Leadership Team for 
2023 will be included in the 
next issue of our Good News 
newsletter. 

Children’s Moment engages all ages 
Whenever children are present in the worship service—and some-
times even when they are not—Pastor Linda and Trish are pre-
pared with a Children’s Moment story.  This typically is a preview of 
the sermon topic in terms that children can relate to.  

On Sunday, October 
16, Janet and David 
Tuttle’s granddaughter 
Norah (with her family) 
were visiting.  Norah 
helped Trish as we 
thought about our gifts, 
and what we are good 
at doing.  

Photo by Janet Tuttle. 
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Halloween visits MHUMC a day early 
Prompted by a request from children (and several adults), many October 30 worship service at-
tendees dressed in costume.   

Clockwise from top right:  Lydia as a pirate, Grace as Juliette Low;  Francis as a knight in shining 
armor; Sophia as Uma (Ursula’s daughter), Annabelle as Mal (Maleficent’s daughter), Trish as a 
United Methodist from Morgan Hill; Denise as an Ewok;  our choir dressed as a wide variety of fic-
tional and historic characters.  
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Rally Day! 

On Rally Day, September 11, we celebrated the return 
of the fall Sunday School season.  We blessed the 
teachers, then after the service enjoyed fellowship time 
(with the youth group’s special sno-cones) and 
checked out the recently refreshed Sunday School 
room. 

Photos by Jeannie Clayton and Wanda Garrett 

Teachers and youth lead-
ers (L-R): Jeannie Clayton, 
Darcy Foster, Grace 
Brawn, Etta Lee, Koiwa 
Ohene-Nyako-Mattia, Trish 
Catalano, Pastor Linda 
Holbrook 

After the service, 
we gathered in 
the courtyard and 
enjoyed refresh-
ing sno-cones 
made by our 
youth! 
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Pastor Appreciation Day 

In recognition of October being Pastor Appreciation 
Month, we honored Pastor Linda on October 9 with 
words and cards of thanks, and a hearty fellowship 
time before the monthly Leadership Team meeting. 

Photos by Edith Ohene-Nyako 
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Birthdays and special days 

You are welcome here! 

As a Reconciling Congregation, we celebrate God’s welcome to us and to all 

people, including any who are gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender and their 

families.  At Morgan Hill UMC, your friendship is valued and safeguarded.  You 

are accepted for who you are.  You have a home!  

Reconciling Ministries Network - www.rmnetwork.org 

11/3 Helen Davis 

11/4 Charles Paratore 

11/4 James Colicchio 

11/5 Owen Melroy 

11/6 Susan Cole 

11/10 Jackson Clayton 

11/28 Megan Richardson 

12/10 Margaret Hazen 

12/23 Adrianna Saffell 

12/24 Jacob Ringo 

12/25 Mary Richardson 

See all holidays and 

special days at  

nationaltoday.com/  

Other upcoming  

special days 

November 4: World Animal Day 

November 7-13: World Kindness Week 

November 11:  Veterans Day 

November 24: Thanksgiving Day 

November 27: Advent begins 

December 18: Hanukkah begins 

December 24: Christmas Eve 

December 25: Christmas Day 

December 31: New Year’s Eve 

https://www.rmnetwork.org/
https://www.rmnetwork.org/
https://nationaltoday.com/
https://nationaltoday.com/world-animal-day/
https://nationaltoday.com/world-kindness-week/
https://nationaltoday.com/veterans-day/
https://nationaltoday.com/thanksgiving/
https://nationaltoday.com/advent-begins/
https://nationaltoday.com/hanukkah-begins/
https://nationaltoday.com/christmas-eve/
https://nationaltoday.com/christmas/
https://nationaltoday.com/new-years-eve/

