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Rev.  Dr.  Linda Holbrook, Pastor

Dear Siblings of Morgan  Hill UMC,

We held our Rally Sunday a few weeks ago to kick off the new school year and new programs at the church.
October is the month of our stewardship campaign.  This year our campaign is 'The Blessings of Giving."
There are many blessings that we receive when we give.  While we traditl.onally think of our financial gifts
when we think stewardship, we give in many ways.

I was in a meeting recently that was talking about leadership.  The speaker said that the most important as-
pect of leadership today is self-awareness.  In spiritual terms that means each of us needs to know our spir-
itual gifts (and we all have spiritual gifts) and discern how to use those gifts.  None of us need to be content-
ed to be observers for we are all disciples.

We give our gifts of reading Scripture in a worship service, singing in the choir, working with our children,
serving on a committee, or physically making repairs in the church.  We also give our gift of time when we
have a conversation with someone in need or drive a person to an appointment or send a handwritten note
to say we are thinking of you.  Jesus asks us to take up our cross every day and that means asking what we
can give today.

The blessings you receive are not a return of the money you pledge.  The blessings you receive are about the
feelings of being part of a beloved community.  The blessings you receive are knowing that you have helped
another person and made a difference in their lives.  The blessings you receive are knowing that you are liv-
ing our call to be Jesus' disciple.

Science backs up what the Bible says about giving.  A multitude of scientific studies have reached this same
conclusion: giving actually blesses the giver. Scientists have observed from brain scans that, when people

give, it lights up the brain's ``reward center" that makes us feel happy. At the same time, giving diminishes
the amount of activity in the amygdala, which is the part of the brain that produces feelings of worry and
anxiety. Giving reduces stress and increases the sense of well-being, thereby increasing health and longevi-

ty. It even lowers our blood pressure.

This year our Consecration Sunday will be October 23rd.   In this letter you will find an estimated pledge card
and envelope.   (The envelope is for the privaey of your pledge.)  On October 23rd, we will bring our estimat-
ed pledge cards to the altar.  While the Leadership Team will use what is written on these cards to plan our
ministries for 2023, the critical part of this transaction is between the person or household and God.

Between now and October 23rd, I ask you to pray about the number you write on your estimated pledge card.
If appropriate, discuss with other members of your family.  Consider the statement you are making to God
with the number that you write.  please remember that the number is an estimate and if circumstance
changes during the year, you may change your estimate.

If you have questl.ons, or would like to discuss with me, please let me know.   I am praying for this church and
all the people who are a part of this congregation.  We are giving in many ways, and I pray that you feel God's
blessing on your giving.

Blessings to all,

Rev.  Linda A Holbrook


