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An Update on the United Methodist Church Split 

By Pastor Linda Holbrook 

As many of you know, the controversy within the United Methodist Church has been ongoing for 

many years.  There were proposals on how to divide the church that were to be presented at the 

2020 General Conference.  Due to the pandemic the 2020 General Conference didn’t happen.  Ini-

tially, it was postponed to 2021, and then to 2022.  (With churches all over the globe it isn’t possible 

to hold a virtual General Conference because of the time zones and also the availability of internet 

connections.) 

The General Conference for 2022 was again cancelled and the next General Conference will be 

held in 2024.  I am writing to you because part of the United Methodist Church decided not to wait 

until the 2024 General Conference.  On May 1, 2022 the Global Methodist Church will be an-

nounced.   

There have been people working on a “Book of Discipline” for the GMC and they expect their first 

General Conference will be held within 12 to 18 months.  There are many questions still up in the 

air.  It appears at this time that if an annual conference decides to stay with the UMC or move to the 

GMC, the churches in that conference that agree with the direction the annual conference is taking 

will not have to have a vote.   

Since the split is happening, I wanted to make sure you heard it from MHUMC rather than in the 

news.  If you have any questions, I will try to answer them, although I don’t have a lot of information 

right now.  I will also keep you posted as I learn more.   
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We remember: Ken Hanchett 

By Wendy Ringo 

Kenneth P. Hanchett passed away  

March 19, 2022. 

Ken Hanchett was a long time Bay Area 

resident. He was an avid hiker and music 

lover who liked to discuss current events 

and politics. He attended MHUMC for 

many years and was always very friendly 

to everyone. He had no close family in the 

area, but had many friends and acquaint-

ances who will all miss him.  

Rest in Peace, Ken.  

mailto:office@mhumc.com
https://www.mhumc.com
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May and June always 
seem like important 
months.   

Of course, there is Moth-
er’s Day in May and Fa-
ther’s Day in June.   

As many of you know, I 
didn’t have the best rela-
tionship with my mother so 
I am sensitive to others 
with a similar experience.  I 
also have learned how sig-
nificant a mother’s love is 

and I see that in the families in this church.  My 
dad had his own issues so that relationship 
was strained as well.   

When we celebrate Mother’s Day and Father’s 
Day, we celebrate all women and men and the 
characteristics of what mothers and fathers 
should be.   

May and June are also graduation months.  
May was the month I graduated from seminary.  
My seminary experience was wonderful, inspi-
rational, and life changing.  Before then, when I 
graduated from college and when I received a 
master’s degree I didn’t participate in the com-
mencement ceremony.  No one in my family 
could attend, so I chose to skip the graduation 
events.   

Seminary was another matter.  Seminary was 
tough.  About half way through I decided that I 
was definitely going to be there for the worship 
service of commencement.  Now my father had 
died at that point.  My mother was alive, but un-
able to travel.  So I talked to my close friends 
and asked them to attend.  The day of com-
mencement is one of the highlights of my life.  
(I even received an award, but that is another 
story.) 

The whole seminary experience was incredible.  
I had been active in church and attended many 
Bible studies.  I thought I knew the Bible pretty 
well.  In the Bible studies I had attended in 
church I was always the one with the ques-

Pastor’s Prose: May & June—Love, Learning, Spirit 

tions. Sometimes those questions were an-
swered, and other times I would get looks that 
indicated I shouldn’t be questioning.  In semi-
nary I could ask any question I chose and all 
questions were welcome.  It was so refreshing.   

In seminary we read many authors who had 
different perspectives on theology, on how to 
read and interpret the Bible, on the history of 
Christianity and how we arrived at where we 
are, and a multiple of other aspects to faith.  
(We read many different perspectives because 
people in our churches would come with many 
different perspectives and we needed to under-
stand to walk with people on their spiritual jour-
neys.)   

Seminary was filled with knowledge and I felt 
like a sponge absorbing everything I could.  
Seminary was also filled with a spiritual awak-
ening.  I learned how I connected to God and 
what practices made me feel closer to God.  I 
learned about being in community as a neces-
sary part of being a Christian.   

An internship is part of the requirement of grad-
uation.  It was in my internship that I began 
learning what it meant to be a pastor.  I contin-
ue to learn from every congregation I have 
served.   

Pastor Linda 
Holbrook 

Continued on p. 4 
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This year May is also the month following 
Easter, leading to Pentecost in June.  We tell 
stories of Jesus appearing to his disciples and 
others during Eastertide.  The first Sunday in 
June is Pentecost.   

Pentecost is 50 days after Easter, and comes 
from the story in the book of Acts of the Apos-
tles.  The believers came together in one place 

and the Holy Spirit descended on them.  It was 
like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 
entire house where the believers were sitting.  
The believers were filled with the Holy Spirit.  
Prior to this day of Pentecost, there were fol-
lowers of Jesus.  On this day of Pentecost, the 
movement was started and the church was 
born.   

Some churches mark the day of Pentecost with 
special celebrations.  Most churches at least 
mention Pentecost.  The color of Pentecost is 
red because the power of the Holy Spirit is 
sometimes referred to as the “fire of Pente-
cost.”  The red flame in the United Methodist 
emblem is the flame of the Holy Spirit.  The 
stole I wear on Pentecost will be red and have 
the symbols of the flame and the dove.  If you 
remember the dove appeared at Jesus’s bap-
tism as a sign of the Holy Spirit.   

May and June are great months.  Let’s cele-
brate Mothers and Fathers.  I will remember my 
graduation from seminary, and let’s celebrate 
others who are graduating this year.  Let’s cele-
brate Pentecost and the birth of the church.  
Let’s have red day at the church on the first 
Sunday in June.  Please find something red 
and wear it to church.   

So what happened to you in May and June?  
What do you celebrate? 

Grace and Peace, 

Linda 

Pastor’s Prose: May & June—Love, Learning, Spirit(cont. from p. 3) 

Pentecost stained-glass window at 
Morgan Hill United Methodist Church 

June 12: Annual Conference Sunday 

Our California-Nevada Annual Conference is in session June 10 through June 13, in Sacramento.  
Pastor Linda and Trish Catalano will be in attendance there, as they represent our church.   

Meanwhile, on June 12 in Morgan Hill, your Worship Team will be putting together a special worship 
service at MHUMC. Be sure to attend!  
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Youth News: Youth are invited to join us! 

By Grace Brawn, Youth Minister 

Youth Group is open to youth grades 6 through 12. 

We meet twice a month.  On the 3rd Sunday of each month, we join with Advent 
Lutheran’s youth group, meeting with them after their worship service (10:45am).  
Advent Lutheran is at 16870 Murphy Ave. in Morgan Hill.  

On the 4th Sunday of each month, after our church service, about 11:30am-
12:30pm, we meet in the upstairs youth room of our Wesley Cottage. 

Wildfire Recovery – California-Nevada Conference responds 

By California-Nevada Conference of The United Methodist Church 

2021 was another devastating year of wildfires in California. A total 
of 8,367 fires burned nearly 3.1 million acres. While many of these 
fires where quite small, 2021 saw several of the largest wildfires ev-
er. Thousands of homes and businesses were lost. Many lives were 
changed. Thankfully, there were only a few fatalities and a limited 
number of fire-related injuries. 

The California-Nevada Conference and our local churches respond-
ed to five significant fires in 2021 (Dixie, Caldor, Fawn, River, and 
Hopkins) staffing eight local assistance centers (LACs) and providing direct survivor support. Our 
LAC assistance alone served about 700 households. Our immediate and short-term assistance 
reached several thousand evacuees and survivors. 

We provided immediate assistance of over $150,000 in gift cards, supplies, grants, and other direct 
survivor aid. The continuing short-term assistance in the last six months is about another $100,000 
for the two largest wildfires, Dixie and Caldor – household goods, gift cards, food, temporary housing 
and more. All of this made possible by the donations of churches and individuals within Cal-Nev 
Conference and UMCOR. 

We are currently participating in six long-term recoveries, dating back to 2018. They are the Camp 
Fire (2018), the Bear and Slater Fires (2020) and the Dixie, Caldor, and River Fires (2021). 

This participation includes involvement in long-term recovery groups, direct survivor aid and volun-
teers in recovery programs and rebuild projects. A key component of this involvement is our empha-
sis on survivor emotional care. The trauma of such disasters is hard to overcome. 

Read more here. 

Finance Update: Parsonage rental helps “bottom line” 

By Wendy Ringo, Treasurer, and Geoff Ullmann, Finance Chair 

Parsonage News:  Our parsonage is now rented out and is bringing in an 
average of about $800 per month, after expenses.  Thank you to all who 
helped with repairs and updates to prepare it for rental.   

Your continued contributions are very important for the mission and 
ministry of our church.  See our giving options on our “Giving” web page, 
www.mhumc.com/about/giving/. 

https://www.cnumc.org/newsdetails/wildfire-recovery-your-conference-responses-part-1-16434882
https://www.mhumc.com/about/giving/
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Carillon dedicated  

As you shop and dine in downtown Morgan Hill now, you are likely 
to hear the sound of bells marking the hours between 9am and 8pm, 
with additional music playing just after noon.  That’s our carillon bell 
system!   

Replacing an outdated and inoperable system from almost 50 years 
ago, this new computer-controlled system has a library of about 200 
song recordings from actual carillon bells. The music plays through 
speakers located in our bell tower. 

Our new carillon bell system was dedicated March 17, 2022, with 
representatives of the Chamber of Commerce, local business and 
faith communities, and church community in attendance.  Bill Tindall 
described how we acquired the system, and Rev. Dr. Linda 
Holbrook explained its significance to the church and our local com-
munity.  

After the dedication, many attendees toured the historic sanctuary, 
and rang the actual bell in the bell tower. In the background, carillon 
music played, including “O Danny Boy,” to mark St. Patrick’s Day. 

Watch (and hear) the video of the dedication on our Carillon web 
page, https://www.mhumc.com/about/history-of-mhumc/carillon/ 

Top to bottom: Bill Tindall was instrumental in acquiring the new ca-
rillon system; Rev. Dr. Linda Holbrook celebrated the carillon’s 
meaning to the downtown community; Rabbi Faith Joy Dantowitz, of 
local Congregation Emeth, rang the church bell after the dedication. 

https://www.mhumc.com/about/history-of-mhumc/carillon/
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Palm Sunday, April 3 

Easter Celebration, April 10 

Our Palm Sunday worship service featured “Good Morning Morgan Hill” reporting of Jesus’s en-
trance into Jerusalem and our own “parade” of palm branches. In Sunday School, the children 
made their own “palm” branches! 

Our Easter worship service was highlighted by beautiful flowers 
(thanks to Bill Tindall) and uplifting music and message. After the ser-
vice, the children enjoyed an egg hunt while the adults supervised 
and socialized during the outdoor fellowship time. 
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Birthdays and special days 

You are welcome here! 

As a Reconciling Congregation, we celebrate God’s welcome to us and to all 

people, including any who are gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender and their 

families.  At Morgan Hill UMC, your friendship is valued and safeguarded.  You 

are accepted for who you are.  You have a home!  

Reconciling Ministries Network - www.rmnetwork.org 

5/2 John Braslin 

5/8 Denise Melroy 

5/8 Nancy Sager 

5/10 Abe Morris 

5/22 Kevin DeWett 

5/24 Greg Huffman 

6/1 Bill Clayton 

6/6 Lynn Morgan 

6/8 Del Foster 

6/14 Grace Brawn 

6/19 Carolyn Saffell 

6/24 Helen Paratore 

6/29 Annabelle Mattia 

6/30 Wendy Ringo 

Other upcoming special days 

May 1: May Day 

May 4: Star Wars Day 

May 5: Cinco de Mayo 

May 8: Mother’s Day 

May 30:  Memorial Day 

June 5: Pentecost 

June 14: Flag Day 

June 19: Father’s Day 

June 19: Juneteenth 

 

See all holidays and 

special days at  

nationaltoday.com/  

https://www.rmnetwork.org/
https://www.rmnetwork.org/
https://nationaltoday.com/may-day/
https://nationaltoday.com/star-wars-day/
https://nationaltoday.com/cinco-de-mayo/
https://nationaltoday.com/mothers-day/
https://nationaltoday.com/memorial-day/
https://nationaltoday.com/pentecost/
https://nationaltoday.com/flag-day/
https://nationaltoday.com/fathers-day/
https://nationaltoday.com/juneteenth/
https://nationaltoday.com/

