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Lent at MHUMC 

By Pastor Linda Holbrook 

Lent begins on March 2nd and concludes with Easter on April 17th. Lent is a time to remember Je-
sus’s suffering and to reflect on our own progress in being Jesus’s disciples.    

During this Lenten period there are many opportunities to participate in activities at Morgan Hill Unit-
ed Methodist Church.   

• 3/2 Ash Wednesday Worship Service at 7 pm marks the beginning of Lent. 

• Prayer Practice: Every day we are pausing during the day and praying.  Each morning a topic 
for prayer will be emailed to those on our church email list.   

• Lenten Sermon Series: The sermon series is “You may not know about Lent, but you know 
about…”  We will cover Jesus’s temptation and where we see temptation in our own lives, how 
we can examine our self-discipline, how we can make sense of our suffering, and how we can 
follow Jesus.   

• 4/10 Palm Sunday: We celebrate Jesus’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem the last week of Je-
sus’s earthly life.  Palm Sunday begins Holy Week, the last week of Jesus’s earthly life. 

• 4/14 Maundy Thursday: We remember Jesus’s last Supper with his disciples as we celebrate 
Holy Communion and are reminded of Jesus’s words to the disciples.   

• 4/15 Good Friday: On the day that Jesus was crucified we recall the event by walking the Sta-
tions of the Cross.  The church will be open from 2 pm to 6 pm for individuals who wish to come 
and consider the path Jesus took to the cross. 

• 4/16 Holy Saturday: Our prayer vigil will cover the hours of 10 am to 4 pm.  During this time we 
are asking individuals to sign up for a half hour to pause in their daily schedule and pray at their 
home.   

• 4/17 Easter:  Alleluia!  Christ is Risen!   

 Our worship service tells the story of Jesus’s resurrection in song and word.  

 Easter Egg Hunt:  Our children come together for a traditional easter egg hunt after the 
worship service.   

 Community Fellowship:  After the Easter worship service we are resurrecting our fellow-
ship time outside.   
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I find myself turning on the 
news every few minutes to 
see the latest on Russia 
and Ukraine.  The implica-
tions are big.  Watching the 
news reminds me of a 
question I have been 
asked a few times; “should 
the church be involved in 
politics?”  The simple an-
swer is “yes.”   

However, this needs more 
explanation.  The root of 

the word politics comes from the Greek word 
polis meaning city.  Politics is about the shap-
ing of the city and by extension the larger com-
munity of the state, nation, or world community.  
Now the shaping of the city and state, nation, 
and global community is about the rules in 
place to govern the system.   

Cities and the need for rules to govern a city 
began about 3000 BCE.   Cities came about 
because of large scale agriculture.  Large scale 
agriculture became possible because of metal 
farm devices such as the plow that started be-
ing used, and domestication of large animals.  
This in turn created agricultural surpluses.  With 
agricultural surpluses some people left the 
farms and thus cities were created.  And with 
cities came the need for rule and someone to 
rule.   

In the time of the Old Testa-
ment, we know that cities had 
problems because we hear the 
voices of the Prophets like 
Amos, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 
Micah.  They were radical voic-
es against the economic injus-
tice and the violence of the 
structure that was ruling the cit-
ies and the society.  In the Old 
Testament God called on peo-
ple to live with the rules for jus-
tice and no violence. 

In Jesus’s time, we see Jesus’s 
teaching about the Kingdom of 
God.  In the day of Jesus Judea 
was ruled by the Romans.  The 

Pastor’s Prose: Politics and Religion—Should they connect? 

Roman governors appointed a high priest and 
temple authorities to interface with the Jewish 
population.  This Roman rule negatively affect-
ed the peasant class.  The Romans commer-
cialized agriculture which created large estates 
for the wealthy and the land to create these 
large estates came from the peasants.   

In Jesus’s day the word kingdom had political 
meanings.  There was the kingdom of Rome 
and the kingdom of Herod.  So, when Jesus 
proclaimed the kingdom of God he was talking 
with religious meaning and political meaning.  
Jesus used the kingdom of God to talk about 
what life would be like if God were king.  Je-
sus’s message was about the transformation of 
this world, this earth that we live in, to a place 
where everyone had enough.  The kingdom of 
God was about the end of the exploitation and 
violence of the dominant class.   

The United Methodist Church is governed by a 
Book of Disciple.  Found in the Book of Disci-
pline is a section called the Social Principles, 
with words, “While our allegiance to God takes 
precedence over our allegiance to any state, 
we acknowledge the vital function of govern-
ment as a principal vehicle for the ordering of 
society.  We hold governments responsible for 
the protection of the rights of people to free and 
fair elections and to the freedoms of speech, 

Pastor Linda 
Holbrook 

Continued on p. 4 

Jeremiah’s Lament, by Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld (1794-1874) 
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religion, assembly, communications media, and 
petition for redress of grievances without fear of 
reprisal, to the right of privacy, and to the guar-
antee of the rights to adequate food, clothing, 
shelter, education, and health care.  

The United Methodist Church has a history of 
supporting those who are disadvantaged in our 
society, just as Jesus called us to care for the 
least of these.  In the early 20th century, the 
United Methodist Church was working to end 
child labor practices where children worked 
long hours every day of the week. And in the 
'50s, during our country's civil rights movement, 
The United Methodist Church was fighting for 
fair wages and better working conditions. We 
were dedicated to fairness and justice in the 
workplace then, and we still are today. 

The church should be involved in politics: the 
way we are running the cities, state, nation, 
and the other nations of the world.  Just like the 
prophets and Jesus the questions we need to 
be asking are: Who rules?  In whose benefit?   
What is the economic system like?   Is the eco-
nomic system fair to all or skewed toward the 
wealthy and powerful?  What are the laws and 
conventions of the society like?  Are they hier-
archical? Patriarchal?  Racist?  Xenophobic? 
Homophobic?  And if we find that the answer is 
yes, what will we do?  

It is important to note that being involved in 
politics never means that the church en-
dorses a candidate or a political party.   

God’s dream is for a more just and nonviolent 
world.  We are called to listen for what God is 
asking us to do as individuals and as a local 
church to be involved in the world of rules for 
our society.   

Grace and Peace, 

Linda 

 

More info:  

• United Methodists respond to invasion of 
Ukraine 

• Is the UMC involved in politics? 

• Social Principles of The United Methodist 
Church 

Pastor’s Prose: Politics and Religion (continued from p. 3) 

Don’t be late for church on March 13! 

On Sunday, March 13, we change to Daylight Savings Time. To get go-

ing at the right time that day, prepare on Saturday evening, March 12, by 

setting your clocks (including the one in your car) ahead by one hour. 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/united-methodists-respond-to-invasion-of-ukraine
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/united-methodists-respond-to-invasion-of-ukraine
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-is-the-church-involved-in-politics
https://www.umc.org/en/what-we-believe/basics-of-our-faith/our-social-positions
https://www.umc.org/en/what-we-believe/basics-of-our-faith/our-social-positions
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New meeting times 
On the 3rd Sunday of each month, we are joining with Advent Lutheran’s youth 
group, meeting with them after their worship service (10:45am).  Advent Lutheran 
is at 16870 Murphy Ave. in Morgan Hill.  

On the 4th Sunday of each month, after our church service, about 11:30am-
12:30pm, we meet in the youth room of our Wesley Cottage. 

Mission and outreach 
The Advent Lutheran community meal program is the Community Table, Tues-
days, 4 to 6:15pm.  It is set up as a to-go system. Helpers need to be at least 16 
years old.  Our older youth are interested in volunteering there!    

Our summer mission trip has been postponed to next year, giving us more time to 
connect with more people who want to participate.  Contact me if you are interested, or have a 
youth who’s interested, in being part of a Sierra Service Project trip next summer. 

Youth Group is open to youth grades 6 through 12. 

Grace Brawn, 
Youth Minister 

Youth News: New meeting times, mission & outreach 

Safe Sanctuary and Children’s Sunday School 

Safety for our children means we need more volunteers! 

By Pastor Linda Holbrook 

A central tenet of the Christian faith is the inherent value and worth of all children, youth, and adults.  
Children, youth, and other vulnerable people are least able to protect themselves in our society and 
are particularly vulnerable to abuse and neglect. The United Methodist Church is eager to do all it 
can to protect the youth, children, and other vulnerable people who participate in the life of every 
congregation.  Jesus calls us to take care of the least of these, and our children are some of the vul-
nerable.   

To address the value and worth of every human being, the United Methodist Church has a policy 
called Safe Sanctuary.  Safe Sanctuary requires all gatherings with children to have at least two 
adults.  That means at Morgan Hill UMC when we have children’s Sunday School, we need two 
adults in the room.  We currently have enough adults for two Sundays each month and would like to 
increase that to offer children’s Sunday School every Sunday.  One of our goals this year is to grow 
the church by adding new members.  One of the best ways to grow the church is to have a good 
children’s program.   

That means we need a few more volunteers.  It is a 
blessing to help our children hear the stories of Jesus 
and learn what it means to be a disciple.  If you want 
to volunteer or if you are thinking about volunteering, 
you can find out more information by talking to Jenny 
Clayton or Pastor Linda.  If you volunteer, you receive 
training and the material is given to you so you don’t 
have to create material from scratch.  Please consider 
giving of yourself and helping with our children.    

If you can help: Contact Jeannie Clayton, Pastor Linda, or leave a message on our church office 
phone. 
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Finance Update: Designated funds help community 

By Wendy Ringo, Treasurer, and Geoff Ullmann, Finance Chair 

Designated funds for Sharing the Bounty are being distributed, follow-
ing the closing of the program.  The fund account balance was $3800. 
With $200 added from the general fund to bring the total to $4000, the 
Leadership Team approved dividing it 5 ways to give each of the local 
meal programs $800. 

Designated funds for Local Programs and Outreach had a balance of 
$1200.  The Leadership Team approved contributing $500 of that fund to 
the Compassion Center in Gilroy. 

Donation statements:  A summary of each donor’s contributions will be mailed out at the end of 
each year, rather than quarterly.  Those who donate more than $250 at a time will not receive indi-
vidual receipts for those donations, as has been done in the past.  

Your continued contributions are very important for the mission and ministry of our church.  See 
our giving options on our “Giving” web page, www.mhumc.com/about/giving/.  

Start Lent thoughtfully with Ash Wednesday, March 2 

By Pastor Linda Holbrook 

Ash Wednesday marks the first day of Lent.  This year Ash Wednesday is March 2nd.  Ash Wednes-
day emphasizes confronting our own mortality and confessing our sin before God within the commu-
nity of faith.  We will have a service at 7 pm.   

Lent is a period of reflection and penance.  Lent lasts 40 days excluding the Sundays.  Many people 
decide to “give up” something to remind them of the sacrifice of Jesus and the 40 days in the wilder-
ness.  Some people have said “I will give up brussels sprouts because I don’t like brussels sprouts 
anyway.”  If you decide to give something up, make it something you like.  The point is to give up 
something you like so that you feel the sacrifice.  Some people give up a favorite soft drink or des-
serts.  Some people give up a favorite TV show or playing video games.   

Other people decide to add something new.  Some people decide to read a book of the Bible during 
Lent, attend a study at the church or spend a specified time in prayer.  Some people journal or take 
up walking each day. 

I invite you to decide to either give something up or add some-
thing, and which ever you do, do it with intention and commit-
ment.   

At the 7 pm service we will share in the practice of the Imposition 
of Ashes.  Ashes are a sign of our mortality and repentance.  In 
the Bible, sprinkling oneself with ashes was traditionally a sign of 
one's sorrow for the death of Christ. The Imposition of Ashes is a 
powerful nonverbal and experiential way of participating in the call 
to repentance and reconciliation.   

Join us on March 2nd at 7 pm for the Ash Wednesday service 
and the beginning of Lent. 

https://www.mhumc.com/about/giving/
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MHUMC Leadership Team sets goals for 2022 

By Debbie Ullmann 

This year, our Leadership Team decided to focus on 4-5 
global goals, and to write them in the SMART format:  

• Specific (simple, sensible, significant). 
• Measurable (meaningful, motivating). 
• Achievable (agreed, attainable). 
• Relevant (reasonable, realistic and resourced, results-
based). 
• Time bound (time-based, time limited, time/cost limited, 
timely, time-sensitive). 

The approved goals involve all aspects of our church operation, mission and ministry: 

1) Congregational Engagement  
Increase active participation of church members and regular attenders as measured by a 20% 
increase in average attendance at each of the following: Sunday Services, Children’s Sunday 
School, and Youth Group from January, 2022 to December 2022 

2) Membership Growth 
Add 5 new members by December, 2022 

3) Investment in Our Facilities  
Address 5 building maintenance needs (identified by the Board of Trustees) by December 31, 
2022 

4) Mission and Outreach  
Expand our community mission and outreach by hosting 
one community event by December, 2022. Examples in-
clude a Summer Concert Series.  

5) Financial Stability  
By October 1, 2022, open an endowment account at CA-
NV United Methodist Foundation (www.canvumf.org) with 
a target balance of at least $50,000 by December 31, 
2025.  

 

How can you be part of achieving these 
goals? 

• Continue your participation in the life of the church. 

• Invite friends, neighbors, family to participate. 

• When building maintenance projects are identified, volun-
teer to help. 

• Be part of developing and hosting the community event. 

• Contribute to the endowment account, when it’s opened. 

• If you are not yet a member, consider becoming one. 
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Our Carillon Bells are playing again! 

If you are in downtown Morgan Hill during the daytime, you may hear the 
sound of bells coming from our bell tower.  The bell that you can see near 
the top of the bell tower was purchased in 1895, two years after the found-
ing of the church.  It is tolled at the beginning of the worship services, and 
to mark special events such as weddings and parades.  However, the tunes 
that you hear are from our carillon. 

This carillon system features computer-controlled playing of digitally-
recorded carillon bells, through an amplifier and speakers that are in the 
bell tower.  We have a library of about 200 songs, of which a selection is 
played during the week.  Specially-themed music may be selected for 
events like weddings and holidays. 

Our carillon system is made by Lakewood Audio-Video, and was installed 
on February 3, 2022.  It replaced an analog (tape-based) system that was 
installed decades earlier and was no longer operational. 

Many thanks to Bill Tindall and Ted Dubbs, who arranged for the new caril-
lon, and to the many donors who covered the cost of the new system. 

Carillon playlist 

Daily:  Westminster Chimes (on the hour), 9am-8pm  

Weekly (2-week rotation): 

Week 1 12:05pm 12:10pm 12:15pm 

Monday Crown Him With Many Crowns Let Us Break Bread Together  

Tuesday Panis Angelicus God Be With You ‘Til We Meet Again  

Wednesday His Eye Is On The Sparrow God Will Take Care of You  

Thursday I Am Thine, O Lord How Great Thou Art  

Friday In The Garden Jesus Is All The World To Me  

Saturday Amazing Grace Tell Me The Old, Old Story Danny Boy 

Sunday Precious Lord, Take My Hand The Church’s One Foundation The Prayer 

Week 2 12:05pm 12:10pm 12:15pm 

Monday The Old Rugged Cross What A Friend We Have In Jesus  

Tuesday Jesus, Lover Of My Soul Jesus Calls Us  

Wednesday Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee Just As I Am  

Thursday My Faith Looks Up To Thee Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  

Friday Nearer, My God, To Thee O God, Our Help In Ages Past  

Saturday Spirit Of God I Love  To Tell The Story 
Wind Beneath 
My Wings 

Sunday Sweet Hour Of Prayer Let There Be Peace On Earth Ave Maria 

http://www.lakewoodav.com/
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Devon Foster + Robert Nesvanulica 

On February 22, 2022, Devon Foster (daughter of 
Chuck and Darcy Foster) and Robert Nesvanulica were 
married in the East Hills above San Jose.  The very 
small wedding party included her 17-year-old Yorkie, 
Maddie.  

Devon is a Senior Media / Communications specialist 
with Bain & Co., and Robert is a high end car mechan-
ic.  They will continue to reside in San Jose.   

Jasmine Lepik + Kevin DeWett 

On February 22, 2022, Jasmine Lepik and Kevin DeWett (son of Trish Catalano) were married at 
Morgan Hill United Methodist Church, amidst close friends and family.  Jasmine and Kevin will con-
tinue to reside in Morgan Hill. 

Vince and Trish Catalano with newlyweds Jasmine Lepik and 
Kevin DeWett. 
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Birthdays and special days 

You are welcome here! 

As a Reconciling Congregation, we celebrate God’s welcome to us and to all 

people, including any who are gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender and their 

families.  At Morgan Hill UMC, your friendship is valued and safeguarded.  You 

are accepted for who you are.  You have a home!  

Reconciling Ministries Network - www.rmnetwork.org 

3/5 Edith Ohene-Nyako 

3/19 Bill Tindall 

3/19 Caroline Colicchio 

3/19 Daniel Newell 

Other upcoming special days 

Mar. 1: Mardi Gras 

Mar. 2: Ash Wednesday 

Mar. 3: Peach Blossom Day  

Mar. 13: Daylight Savings begins 

Mar. 17: St. Patrick’s Day 

Apr. 2: Ramadan begins 

Apr. 6: Day of Hope 

Apr. 10: Palm Sunday 

Apr. 17: Easter 

Apr. 22: Earth Day 

4/4 Tim Richardson 

4/5 Devon Foster 

4/9 Sophia Odneal 

4/11 Kendal Foster 

4/28 Dale Hosack 

See all holidays and 

special days at  

nationaltoday.com/  

https://www.rmnetwork.org/
https://www.rmnetwork.org/
https://nationaltoday.com/mardi-gras/
https://nationaltoday.com/ash-wednesday/
https://nationaltoday.com/peach-blossom-day/
https://www.timeanddate.com/time/change/usa
https://nationaltoday.com/st-patricks-day/
https://nationaltoday.com/ramadan/
https://nationaltoday.com/day-of-hope/
https://nationaltoday.com/palm-sunday/
https://nationaltoday.com/easter/
https://nationaltoday.com/earth-day/
https://nationaltoday.com/

