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New Adult Bible Study begins February 6 

By Debbie Ullmann 

Join us for a new Adult Bible Study/Discussion on the Gospel of Mark. 
We will use our Wesleyan methods of scripture, tradition, reason, and 
Christian experience, and include historical and cultural context plus Bib-
lical archaeological discoveries.  

• Who: All adults and high-schoolers 
• When: Beginning the 1st Sunday in February (2/6) after church from 

11:15 - 12:15. Continuing every 1st and 3rd Sunday 
• What:  Use any Bible translation you have at home 
• How:  A reading plan will be emailed every two weeks along with the 

Focus Verses we’ll discuss. Then every 2 weeks you will receive a 
new reading plan and Focus Verses for our next discussion.  Expect 
your 1st  2-week reading plan on Friday, Jan 21. 

How to get on the reading plan email list?  

• Email Debbie Ullmann: ed_plan@sbcglobal.net  
• No email?  Call me at 408-644-2811 and I’ll find a way to get the reading plans to you! 

Do as little or as much as you can…..you will definitely grow spiritually whether you attend regularly 
or just drop in occasionally!  

I am so excited to see what God has planned for us individually and as a church! 

Sermon Series on Forgiveness begins January 30 

By Rev. Dr. Linda Holbrook 

Beginning on January 30, there will be a 4-week sermon series on forgiveness.  Forgiveness may 
be the most difficult thing we are called to do.  In order to forgive we must put aside our need for 
getting even, and get over our hurt.   

While churches preach that we need to forgive, the majority of churches don’t preach about a meth-
od of forgiveness.  We know it is important, but we are left with the question of how to get to for-
giveness. 

This sermon series will look at the question of forgiveness in Chris-
tianity.  The process of forgiveness can take years, and each per-
son always has the choice to forgive or to withhold forgiveness.  
This series will look at the reasons we forgive, the steps of for-
giveness, the myths surrounding forgiveness, and the benefits of 
forgiveness.  Each person will be invited to think about one person 
in their life who has hurt them and they need to forgive.   

Join us on Sundays at 10 am to discover some new things about 
forgiveness.   
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As I sit down to write this 
article, one of the things on 
my mind is COVID.  I am 
so tired of thinking about 
COVID.  I am so tired of 
thinking about the ups and 
downs of what we can do.  
I am tired of wondering if I 
can see friends.  I am tired 
of wondering how to stay 
safe.   

I don’t think I am alone.  I 
am pretty sure some of you 

feel the same way. And now we begin 2022 
with a high level of caution because of Omi-
cron.  I feel like the Psalmist, “How long O God, 
how long?”  This is the very time when we re-
member that God will be with us always, and 
Christ walks beside us.  Even when we are 
frustrated and can’t feel God’s presence, I want 
to remind us that God doesn’t forget us.   

In 2021 we had the vaccine and we kept think-
ing that after the vaccines we could go back to 
a little normality.  Instead, one week appears 
better only to learn the next week that the con-
ditions are getting worse.  And here at the end 
of the year we have a new variant, Omicron.  
This new variant is so transmissible that break-
through cases are rising exponentially.   

This new variant has al-
ready made a big change 
in my life; my January Car-
ibbean cruise has been 
postponed until 2023.  The 
cruise was a go until De-
cember 17th, just a couple 
of weeks before we were 
to leave.  There was an-
other change in my life.  I 
was invited to a New 
Year’s Eve party which is 
cancelled.  Now this 
change isn’t as big as a 
cruise being cancelled, but 
it would have been nice to 
ring in the new year with 
friends.   

Pastor’s Prose: A fresh look at a new year 

I am convinced that we will never go back to 
what life was like before the pandemic.  Some 
of the changes are permanent, and some of 
those changes are good.  We know that many 
meetings can be accomplished by zoom, and 
so we don’t have to drive miles to attend a 
meeting.  Our time is spent in the meeting, not 
in traveling to the meeting.  Now I am a big pro-
ponent of some in person meetings; zoom is 
not as good as in person.  However, organiza-
tions need to be judicious in which meetings to 
hold in person and which via Zoom.   

I used to make New Year’s Resolutions.  For 
several years one of my resolutions was to 
read the Bible from beginning to end in one 
year.  I would be diligent for the first 10 to 15 
days, and then I would get busy and I would 
miss a day.  By the end of January, I would 
have missed several days and usually by the 
middle of February, my resolution would be dis-
carded.  It felt too difficult to accomplish.   

After trying this for several years, I went to a 
retreat.  One of the speakers talked about read-
ing the Bible and suggested that you read from 
beginning to end no matter how long it takes.  I 
thought, “Great suggestion!”  Ever since then I 
am continually reading the Bible and it no long-
er matters how long it takes.   

Pastor Linda 
Holbrook 

Continued on p. 4 
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When I think of the speaker’s suggestion, I am 
reminded how one comment can change our 
perception.  We can get stuck with thinking of a 
situation in the same way, and if we are open, 
we can find a new way to view the situation.   

I want to think about COVID in this same way.  
Rather than getting tired of all the restrictions 
and uncertainties, I want to remember the good 
that has come from the situation.  I have redis-
covered my knitting project.  I set a higher goal 
for walking every day.  I am more in touch with 

friends that used to only get a Christmas card.  
I feel blessed to be where I am and I thank God 
for the opportunities that have come to me.   

I no longer make New Year’s resolutions, but I 
still decide on changes to make in the new 
year.  John Wesley said we are going on to 
perfection so my changes will help me get a 
little closer to perfection (John Wesley didn’t 
say we would ever reach perfection and I agree 
with that.)  My two changes for the coming year 
are to read the books I have bought over the 
last few years on theology, spiritual disciplines, 
justice, and culture, and to focus my prayer life 
more. I pray frequently, and I want to set a time 
for prayer and use more meditation in prayer.    

I invite you to decide what changes you might 
want to make in 2022.  Maybe sign up for the 
Bible study beginning February 6 (see page 1).  
Maybe develop your prayer life more fully.  
Maybe begin your own reading of the Bible at 
your own pace.  Maybe reflect on your relation-
ship with Jesus and see if it needs change.  I 
am here for any discussions you want to have 
on spiritual matters because one of the great-
est joys in my life is being your pastor.    

Grace and Peace, 

Thank you! 

I have been at Morgan Hill UMC for six months, and I 

want to say thank you.  You have made me feel wel-

come and I have enjoyed being part of the communi-

ty.  I was surprised when I received an envelope on 

the last Sunday before Christmas with a cash gift for 

Christmas.  I am inspired by your generosity.  Thank 

you for your thoughtfulness.  I look forward to being in 

community with you in 2022. 

Rev. Dr. Linda Holbrook 

Pastor’s Prose: A fresh look at a new year (continued from p. 3) 
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Flamingo sightings 
A flock of flamingos is descending on local yards. 
Freshly painted, and dressed in holiday attire, they 
brighten yards and spirits.  

If you find these flamingos in your yard, you can re-
quest they be migrated to the yard of a local friend, 
for a donation to the youth group. The funds will go 
toward expenses of the group on an upcoming mis-
sion trip/project 

The youth fixed up the birds themselves. During 
winter, the flamingos will sport festive hats and 
scarves.  

Jeweled Christmas Tree 
artwork  
During the month of De-
cember, the youth re-
quested donations of cos-
tume jewelry, broaches, 
and unmatched earrings. 
These were turned into an 
amazing Christmas tree 
framed collage.  They 
gave the artwork to Pastor 
Linda during the Decem-
ber 19 worship service. It 
will be displayed in our 
church for all to see.  

Grace Brawn, 
Youth Minister 

Youth News: Flamingos brighten local yards 

Our youth created a beautiful Christmas tree using donated costume jewelry, and presented it 
to Pastor Linda. 



 
Page 6  January -February 2022  

Finance Update: Closing 2021 in good shape 

By Wendy Ringo, Treasurer 

At the December 12, 2021 Leadership Team meeting, we reported that 
we expect to finish the year with a positive balance.  These are some 
highlights from the meeting: 

• We had collected about $680 several years ago toward mission in 
Haiti. This was approved to be sent to UMCOR Haiti. 

• Good Samaritan funds are available, to be used at pastor’s discretion.  

• The most recent Paycheck Protection Plan loan of $6,7300 has been 
forgiven. 

• We will be able to pay the remaining approx. $4,100 of our 2021 Tithe to the CA/NV United 
Methodist Conference office. 

The budget for 2022 has been developed, based on pledged giving, expected additional income, 
and requested & normal expenses. Our budgeted income is $121,200, and budgeted expenses are 
$120,614, leaving a modest year-end balance of $586. We will continue to look for opportunities to 
increase the gap between income and expenses. 

Your continued contributions are very important for the mission and ministry of our church.  See 
our giving options on our “Giving” web page, www.mhumc.com/about/giving/.  

Setting Goals for MHUMC 2022 

By Pastor Linda Holbrook 

Morgan Hill UMC Leadership Team is meeting on January 30 to set goals for 2022.  Goals are im-
portant to organizations and also to individuals.  Goals focus the attention and help direct programs 
to meet the goals. If an individual sets a goal to go to Florida for vacation, then the person knows 
they must save the money to travel, make airline and hotel reservations, and determine the dates to 
go.   

The same is true for organizations.  Goals are specific and are measurable.  For example, saying 
that we have a “goal of peace” is not a goal, but a wish.  Instead, a goal might be to offer a seminar 
to the community on how to hold non-violent conversations.  This is a step toward bringing peace, 
but can be measurable.  We can determine if we held the seminar.   

Organizations do best when they establish 3 or 4 
goals for the year.  With less than 3 or 4, organi-
zations can drift through the year.  With more 
than 4, it is easy to get distracted or over-
whelmed.    

Between now and the time of the meeting, please 
think about and pray about what goals our church 
needs to establish for 2022.  Everyone is invited 
to the meeting after the worship service on Janu-
ary 30.  If you have ideas and can’t attend the 
meeting, please give your ideas to someone on 
the Leadership Team.  

https://www.mhumc.com/about/giving/
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2022 Leadership Team elected at Church Conference 

Leadership Team 
The Leadership Team is 
composed of the chairs of 
SPRC, Trustees, Finance, 
Nominations and Leader-
ship Development, Wor-
ship, Mission and Out-
reach, all members of the 
Spiritual Growth and Edu-
cation committee, and a 
youth representative. In addition, it includes the 
following additional roles, plus presidents of 
United Methodist Women and/or United Meth-
odist Men (if the group exists in the church): 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Linda A. Holbrook 
Lay Leader: Megan Richardson 
Annual Conference Rep.: Trish Catalano 
Alt. Annual Conf. Rep.: Wanda Garrett 
Membership Care Coordinator:  Megan Rich-
ardson 
Youth Representative: Adrianna Saffell 
Recording Secretary: Wanda Garrett 

Staff-Parish Relations (SPRC)  
Responsible to encourage, strengthen, nurture, 
support, and respect the pastor and staff and 
their families; and oversee all personnel issues. 
Class of 2022: Denise Melroy (Team Leader) 
Class of 2023: Geoff Ullmann, Janet Braslin  
Class of 2024: Carol Frazer 

Trustee Team  
Responsible for supervising and maintaining all 
property belonging to the church, so the minis-
tries of the congregation can be effective. 
Team Leader/Chair: To be elected by Trus-
tees 
Trustee Secretary:  To be elected by Trustees 
Trustee Treasurer:  To be elected by Trustees 
Class of 2022: Wendy Ringo, Matthew Hen-
drickson  
Class of 2023: John Braslin, Darcy Foster, 
Chuck Foster 
Class of 2024: Bill Tindall 

Finance Team  
Responsible to propose a budget, then manage 
the financial resources of the congregation, to 
support and strengthen the mission and minis-
try of the congregation. 
Team Leader:  Geoff Ullmann 
Church Treasurer:  Wendy Ringo 
Financial Secretary:  Trish Catalano 
Class of 2022: Wanda Garrett 
Class of 2023: Geoff Ullmann, Wendy Ringo 
Class of 2024: Marilyn Pifer, Lana Kawakami 

Mission & Outreach Team 
Responsible for all missional and outreach min-
istries, including One Great Hour of Sharing, 
Coffee-On-Main, and Sharing the Bounty. 
Class of 2022: Susan Armstrong 
Class of 2023: Greg Huffman 
Class of 2024: TBD 

Nominations and Leadership Development 
Responsible to identify, develop, deploy, evalu-
ate, and monitor Christian spiritual leadership 
for the local congregation.  
Chair: Rev. Dr. Linda A. Holbrook 
Vice chair: Megan Richardson 
Class of 2022: Jeannie Clayton 
Class of 2023: Chuck Foster 
Class of 2024: John Braslin 

Spiritual Growth and Education 
Responsible for providing opportunities for chil-
dren, youth, and adults to grow in faith. 
Adults: Debbie Ullmann 
Youth: Grace Brawn 
Children: Jeannie Clayton 

Worship Team 
Responsible for radical hospitality, usher train-
ing, passionate worship, special seasonal wor-
ship events, and worship supplies. 
Trish Catalano, Steve Cole, Wanda Garrett, 
Darcy Foster, Denise Melroy, David Tuttle,  
Janet Tuttle 

 

Our Leadership Team was elected at the Church Conference meeting on November 14, 2021. It rep-
resents our ministry and mission teams, as well as the business side of the church.  The Leadership 
Team generally meets as a group the second Sunday of each month, following the worship service.  



 
Page 8  January -February 2022  

Thanks to “Angels” for lighting up 

the church! 

In December 2021, anonymous donors provided 

upgraded lighting for our church building exterior. 

This greatly improves safety and visibility in our 

downtown location.   

Trish reports feeling more comfortable closing up 

the Wesley Cottage church office at the end of the 

day, now that she can clearly see the doorway, the 

porch, and the front yard.  

Thank you, angels! 

Gifts of Warmth for Cecilia’s Closet 

by Megan Richardson 

Our church members collected items again this Holiday Season for Cecelia’s Closet. The total  
donation came to the following: 

• New socks - 106 pairs  

• New sweatpants - 20 pairs  

• New underwear - 45 pairs 

• Jackets lightly used - 10 

The workers at Cecelia’s Closet were 
very grateful for our contributions.  

Cecilia’s Closet is a program of the Ed-
ward Boss Prado Organization in Morgan 
Hill. It provides clothing to those in need.  
For more info, see 
https://www.edwardbossprado.org. 

Merle the Moose rehomed 

By Darcy Foster 

Merle resided in Wesley Cottage next to 
the church for a long time.  I loved visiting 
him and often wondered who brought him 
to the church.   

For my birthday this year, Chuck made a 
donation to MHUMC and surprised me 
with Merle.  He is currently gracing one of 
our dining tables with a bunch of friends.  
He says that he really likes it at our 
house, as there is always lots going on.  
We are so happy to have him living with 
us!!  He makes a perfect addition to the 
Foster Farm!!  

https://www.edwardbossprado.org
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Christmas Eve at MHUMC 

On December 24, Christmas Eve, we gath-
ered as a church community to welcome 
the birth of Jesus. 

Pastor Linda told the children the story writ-
ten by Max Lucado of Punchinello, who dis-
covered he was “one of a kind.”  

Then the Christmas story was told through 
carols and scripture readings. The evening 
was highlighted with a sea of lit candles in 
the darkened sanctuary, while “Silent Night” 
was sung.  
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Birthdays and special days 

You are welcome here! 

As a Reconciling Congregation, we celebrate God’s welcome to us and to all 

people, including any who are gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender and their 

families.  At Morgan Hill UMC, your friendship is valued and safeguarded.  You 

are accepted for who you are.  You have a home!  

Reconciling Ministries Network - www.rmnetwork.org 

1/2 Ollie Morris Richardson 

1/4 Stephen Cole 

1/21 Michael Odneal 

1/28 Janet Braslin 

Other upcoming special days 

Jan. 1: New Year’s Day 

Jan. 6: Three Kings Day 

Jan. 7: Orthodox Christmas Day 

Jan. 17: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Feb. 1: Chinese New Year  
(welcoming the Year of the Tiger) 

Feb. 14: Valentine’s Day 

Feb. 17: Random Act of Kindness Day 

Feb. 21: Presidents’ Day 

2/6 Nicholas Odneal 

2/11 Fe Newell 

2/12 Janet Ohene-Nyako 

2/18 Barry Morgan 

 

See all holidays and 

special days at  

nationaltoday.com/  

https://www.rmnetwork.org/
https://www.rmnetwork.org/
https://nationaltoday.com/new-years-day/
https://nationaltoday.com/three-kings-day/
https://nationaltoday.com/orthodox-christmas-day/
https://nationaltoday.com/martin-luther-king-jr-day/
https://chinesenewyear.net/
https://nationaltoday.com/valentines-day/
https://nationaltoday.com/random-act-kindness-day/
https://nationaltoday.com/presidents-day/
https://nationaltoday.com/

