
Good News 
www.mhumc.com 

By Pastor Patrick Davis 

Human Relations Sunday is Janu-

ary 15.  This Special observance 

occurs in conjunction with Martin 

Luther King Jr's birthday, during 

Epiphany, the season of manifest-

ing God‘s light to the world.  

Human Relations Day calls the 

Church to recognize the right of all 

God‗s children in realizing their 

potential as human beings in rela-

tionship with each other. The pur-

pose of the day is to further better 

human relations.  

The United Methodist Church sup-

ports communities in the United 

States and Puerto Rico encourag-

ing social justice ministries and 

work with at-risk youth such as the 

Youth Offender Rehabilitation 

Program in response to the grow-

ing population of youth offenders 

and their need for creative redirec-

tion.  

Human Relations Sunday, January 15 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST:  

 Cider at Parade, p. 4 

 “Mouse‟s Tale”   

photos, p. 5 

 Teddys for Tusca-

loosa Thanks, p. 6  

 Blood Drive Thanks, 

p. 6 

 Fishing with John 

Edgar, p. 7 

 Relay for Life, p. 14 

Guest Speaker Marty Brounstein, Feb. 12 

SAVE THE DATE and make a special 

effort to attend worship on Sunday, Feb. 

12th to hear a very special guest speaker.  

Marty Brounstein will bring his story of 

courage experienced 

in the Holocaust.   

Marty will be shar-

ing his Jewish tradi-

tion in his ser-

mon "Two Among 

the Righteous 

Few."  Plan now to 

attend. 
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Greetings and Best Wishes for 

2012!  And thank you all for a 

meaningful Advent and 

Christmas experience in 2011.  

The children‘s Christmas pro-

gram was just a heart thrill.  

So much kudos go out to the 

kids and parents and to Sue 

Edgar and Jeannie Clayton 

for their enthusiastic leader-

ship and gift of The Mouse„s 

Tale.   

The Christmas Eve Service of Carols and Can-

dles was an awe inspiring moment in its sim-

plicity as about 100 of us gathered to hear again 

the wonderful story of the birth of Christ.  The 

solemnity of the carols 

and especially singing 

Silent Night by candle 

light was truly a mysti-

cal experience.  It was 

a joy getting to sing 

with Bill Tindall.  

And Janet Tuttle’s 

solo on flute was a 

special gift to us all.   I 

am always grateful to 

Denise Melroy and 

Wanda Garrett for 

their contributions 

making many musical experiences happen 

for us so magically.  And a note of thanks to 

Jeremy Garrett for the touch of Christmas 

incense in our sanctuary.  

I would like to say thank you to the Ohene-

Nyako Family for their gift of the beautiful 

argyle sweater and to the Braslins for their 

bag of surprises.  I am grateful to Denise 

Melroy for the delicious Christmas bread 

and to the Tuttles for the braided egg bread;  

both delicacies were well consumed with great 

élan within 48 hours along with a plethora of 

other holiday culinary delights!  But not all at 

once or all of it within 48 hours. I ―worked‖ at 

it beginning with Thanksgiving.  So that is why 

I am very thankful to all of you for the Christ-

mas bonus which I will use to get back on my 

life style diet!  I joyfully gained 10 pounds (give 

or take a few).  And I did it on purpose and 

with great intention!!   

So there is my confession and my penitence is 

getting back to the gym, but not because I am 

making any New Year resolution.  Not that 

making New Year resolutions is to be discour-

aged; after all it‘s the traditional thing to do.  

But this year I simply desire to be present to 

what is needful in all circumstances.   

Like the Apostle Paul said, ―I have learned the 

secret of being content in any and every situa-

tion‖ (Philippians 4:12).  I think what Paul 

meant by ―the secret of being content‖ is about 

the art of being happy.  And about being satis-

fied with what is in the moment.  Accepting 

something for what it is despite wanting some-

thing more or better later on.   

So remaining content means paying attention to 

the moment---mindful to what just is.  That 

may simply involve nothing more than just no-

ticing and being aware of what is so; what is 

going on?  Then asking what is needed; what is 

the needful thing?  What is useful and helpful  

in this moment --- what is 

occurring in the now? 

As we travel around our 

star once more I invite 

each of us to practice be-

ing  present to each other, 

in each moment, ready to 

support and provide the 

needful thing.  2012 is go-

ing to be a wild ride around the sun.  It is not 

only an election year; but it is the year for wild 

A Word From Our Pastor:   “New Year Wishes”  

Pastor Patrick 

Davis 

This year I simply 

desire to be 

present to what is 

needful in all 

circumstances.   

Continued on page 3. 

“Carols and Candles” 

highlighted Christmas 

Eve (photo D. Skeen) 
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A Word From Our Pastor (continued from page 2) 

predictions from the Mayans to Nostradamus.  

But then we already have experienced a taste 

of that this past year (at least twice).  And, of 

course, we have plenty of practice with the 

Y2K Millennium Bug.   

I remember the wisdom of a wise woman, my 

mother, who told me shortly before her death 

in 1994:  ―You will live to see a new millen-

nium and things will get a little C-R-A-Z-Y 

(she liked spelling that word out); whether it‘s 

the start of a new decade, or a new century. 

But don‘t believe any of it, God isn‘t going to 

dismiss school so easily.‖    

Whatever the challenges we will face as a 

church and no matter what we will experience 

in the world, remember:  ―God so loved the 

world!‖  And God holds the master plan and 

holds the world with some powerful hands.   

Stay alert and be aware that the mindful 

thing, the first thing, the main thing, is al-

ways the needful thing:  ―for the fruit of the 

Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kind-

ness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 

self-control. Against such things there is no 

law― (NIV Galatians 5:22-23). Need any-

more be said.  God Bless you in 2012. 

.   

 

Enjoy your Faith! 
Pastor Patrick 

By Sue Edgar 

Wow, I can't believe another great year has 

flown by! We have made great strides with the 

children, lots of learning and loads of fun, from 

the Sunday school lessons to singing for ser-

vices every month.VBS was great fun and we 

already planning for the summer session. 

The Christmas play was spectacular, with the 

youth and children working very hard to pull it 

together. I don't know who was more excited, 

the adults or the kids, but we enjoyed it so 

much.  

We are looking forward to another great year in 

2012! 

Thank you to all the parents for all your support. 

Yours in Christ, 

Sue 

Children’s Education:  Thanks For a Great 2011! 

Jake (Clarice Cow) and Devin (Danny Donkey) 

were featured in the Christmas Play, “A 

Mouse‟s Tale.”  Photo by Dan Skeen 
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By Wanda Garrett 

GENERAL DISCUSSION 

Cub Scout Den – Dan Skeen requested the use 

of the Carriage House for a Cub Scout Den (5-

6 boys) to meet Wednesday evenings once or 

occasionally twice a month, 

6:30 to 8pm, effective the first 

week of January.  (Request 

was approved.) 

Community Solutions –      

Offered an opportunity for us 

to support a needy local family 

for Christmas.  We agreed to 

hold a ―love offering‖ Dec. 18. 

FINANCE  

Budget for 2012 – Eugene Davis distributed 

the proposed budget for 2012.  It is based on 

pledges received, which are about the same as 

were received in 2011. Included are an expense 

for starting a 3-4 year certification program for 

our Youth Director, and a  Good Samaritan 

fund under direction of the pastor. The budget 

was approved as proposed. 

Safe Deposit Box – Eugene & Jeanne Urton re-

trieved the safe deposit box from the bank, and 

Eugene & Del Foster opened it.  It contained 

mostly historical paperwork, including an origi-

nal deed for the church property.  Copies of all 

our deeds are held by the 

law firm of Rusconi, Fos-

ter, Thomas. 

PASTOR’S REPORT  

Islamic Center – At-

tended open house with 

Lynn Morgan. Hope to 

do some interesting inter-

faith meetings in the fu-

ture. 

Grief Group – Meets at 2pm Sundays at Bill 

Tindall‘s home.  Pat Egan will provide counsel-

ing support. 

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS  

Carol Swartz hopes to attend a training session 

Feb. 18, hosted by San Ramon Valley UMC.  

Note: For a full report, please contact the 

church office. 

Administrative Council Meeting – December 11 Highlights 

We Support our Community 

 New Cub Scout Den 

 Help family in need 

 OK Balanced Budget 

 Connect with Islamic Ctr 

 New Grief Group 

 Prepare for Disasters 

Free Cider Warms Hearts at Downtown Parade 

By Wendy Ringo 

Thank you to Ken Hanchett, Debbie Skeen, 

Michael Vomacka and Jacob Ringo for 

helping pass out hot cider and candy canes 

during the Holiday Lights parade down-

town, and also to everyone who pitched in 

cider.  

The recipients were happy to have a hot cup 

of cider to warm their hands, and by the end 

of the parade we run out of cups! I'm hop-

ing this will become a tradition for our 

church in the years to come. 

 

 

 Photos by Jeannie Clayton 



On January 29th the youth 

will usher during the worship 

service. 

If you are in Junior or Senior 

High School please join our 

group Sunday nights from 6 

to 8 p.m. Senior High meets 

the last Sunday of the month 

for Sticky Faith.  Contact 

Jeannie @ 981-4034 or you 

can go to  www.mhumc.com 

for a current schedule and list 

of events.  
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News from the Youth 

By Jeannie Clayton 

The youth and members of 

the congregation went Christ-

mas caroling on December 

20. It was a beautiful and fes-

tive way to 

spread the 

Christmas spirit. 

February 5 is 

Souper Bowl 

Sunday! The 

Souper Bowl 

Sunday event started in 1990 

when 22 churches in Colum-

bia, S.C., collected more than 

$5,000 for their local food 

pantries. The process is sim-

ple: On Super Bowl Sunday, 

participants collect loose 

change in big soup pots at the 

exit of their places of wor-

ship. The money is donated to 

a local agency of the youth 

group‘s choice. Since then, 

participants have given more 

than $28 million to the chari-

ties of their choosing!  

Our youth will 

donate the colla-

tions to Sacred 

Heart in San Jose. 

We will also col-

lect clothes and 

canned pantry 

items. So don‘t forget to root 

for your favorite team and 

bring your loose change on 

Feb. 5th to fill our soup pot! 

www.souperbowl.org 

The youth will serve at the 

homeless shelter in Gilroy on 

January 15.  

If you are in Junior or 

Senior High School 

please join our group 

Sunday nights from 6 

to 8 p.m.  

All the “animals” and “visitors” sang to celebrate Jesus‟ birth. 

Photos by Dan Skeen 

Mary (Laura) and Joseph (Jeremy) 

with some of the stable animals 

(Jake, Rachel, Molly, and Devin). 

“A Mouse’s Tale” Told the Christmas Story 

Our children and youth presented 

―A Mouse‘s Tale‖ Dec.  11. This 

play told the story of Jesus‘ birth 

from the perspective of Granny 

Mouse and her friends. 

http://www.mhumc.com/youth.html
http://www.souperbowl.org
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“Thank you” For Hosting a Blood Drive 

Dear Morgan Hill United 

Methodist Church, 

Life and Hope.  It‘s in your 

blood!  With your commit-

ment to the Stanford Blood 

Center, and to the patients we 

serve, you have helped make 

possible lifesaving blood 

products that give critically ill 

patients a second chance at 

life.  How do we thank you 

adequately enough? 

As a blood drive coordinator 

you inspire your members to 

help make a real difference to 

countless patients and their 

families.  Most recently, your 

blood drive collected 11 units, 

impacting potentially 33 pa-

tients.  Your efforts offer help 

and hope to patients counting 

on us. 

On behalf of all of us at Stan-

ford Blood Center, we thank 

you for your past and contin-

ued support. 

Regards, 

Xiomara Hernandez 

Account Manager 

Stanford Blood Center 

DATE: 11/26/2011 

WHOLE BLOOD UNITS: 11 

FIRST TIME DONORS: 6 

DEFERRALS: 1 

On behalf of the Congregants and the Board 

of Trustees at Gavilan Hills Unity Church, I 

want to express my genuine gratitude to you 

for allowing us to ask for and gather from 

your United Methodist Congregants many 

teddy bears for our successful ―Teddys for 

Tuscaloosa‖ campaign.  Thanks to you and 

others, we were able to gather 125 teddy 

bears and give them to children in the area 

affected by the tornado that ravaged the 

Tuscaloosa, AL area April 28, 2011.   

Ramona Font from our congregation was 

able to personally visit Tuscaloosa, October 

5th of this year, and hand deliver the bears 

to many children.  She experienced their joy in 

receiving these unexpected gifts.  Because of 

the generosity of you and your Congregants, 

this could all happen.  Thanks again! 

Sincerely,  

Rev. Bill Wilson 

“Thank you” for Supporting Teddys for Tuscaloosa 

 

As a blood drive 

coordinator, you inspire 

your members to help 

make a real difference 

to countless patients 

and their families.   
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Back to Nature: Go Fishing with John Edgar 

December 10, 2011 started out great with 

clear skies, light winds and calm seas off 

Santa Cruz.  With the sun burning bright, the 

temperature was warm enough that we had to 

fish in light shirts.    

Michael caught the red rock fish in the pic-

ture before Robert and I could get our lines in 

the water.   

After a few hours on the water we 

had 28 keeper Rock Fish and headed 

back to the dock.  Michael navigated 

the boat back in and was able to 

avoid collision with other boat-

ers.  A blessed day on the water pro-

vided by God.   

Our congregation is invited to sched-

ule time to commune with God and 

nature weather permitting.  Con-

tact me at 510-909-3455 or jced-

gar57@yahoo.com to schedule a 

fishing trip.  I have all the needed 

fishing equipment and gear.   

Due to the seasonal aspect of fishing 

regulations I will be fishing for either 

Halibut, Sturgeon, or Striped Bass 

until Rock Fish Season opens in 

May.   

For safety reasons my boat has the limitation of 

four passengers in addition to the operator, with 

no more than three adults and two children on 

any one fishing trip.   

Yours in Christ,  

John Edgar 

Financial Update 

By Eugene Davis 

Our church did very well financially in 2011 

thanks to the generous giving of many of our 

members and friends.  We were able to pay 

for over $2000 in termite abatement work 

have prepaid our 2012 property and liability 

insurance coverage and the second payments 

on our property taxes.  We needed to do these 

prepayments because several members mark-

edly reduced or even eliminated their pledges 

for this year, giving us noticeably less income 

to use in making up the budget.  After prepay-

ments, we still have enough money to 

continue with the present level of program, but 

we may have less money for extras this year. 

We are in the process of changing accounting 

software to a program that is expressly designed 

for churches.  This will allow for more accurate 

record keeping of your special donations.  The 

membership directory was made with the new 

program, so most of the donors are entered.  The 

switch in software may result in a delay in some 

financial services over the next few weeks. 

Robert Ringo and Michael Vomacka had a great day 

fishing with John Edgar.  Photo by Wendy Ringo 

mailto:jcedgar57@yahoo.com
mailto:jcedgar57@yahoo.com
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January Happenings  

J AN .  2012 

To schedule an event or arrange to use the church 

facilities, call John in the church office. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
NEW YEARS 
DAY 
(S) Communion 
worship 10AM 
(S) Kor. Worship 
1-3PM 
(S) Chinese 
worship 3-6PM 
Adults serve 
homeless 
5:15PM 

(KFH)  LTP 7AM 
  
  
(FH) Sew it 
Seems 7PM 
  
(S) Choir re-
hearses 7:30PM 

No staff meeting 
  
(A) Pastoral 
Support 1-5PM 
(By Appt.) 
  
No Armchair 
Theologians 
  

  
  
  
  
  
(CH) Cub Scouts  
6:30PM 

(FH) Catherine 
Stone Circle 
9:30AM 
  
  
  
  
(FH) Men's AA 
7PM 

  
  
 
  
  
  
  
(S) Chinese 
Prayer 7PM 

(FH) Open AA 
8AM 
(A) FAA 
10:15AM 
  
TAKE DOWN 
AND STORE 
CHRISTMAS 
DECORATIONS 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
(S)  MHUMC 
Worship at 
10AM. 
(A) AC meets 
following wor-
ship 
(A) Kor. meeting 
(S)Korean  Wor-
ship  1-3PM 
(S FH) Chinese 
worship 3-6PM 
( KFH) Youth 
meet 6-8PM 

(KFH) LTP 7AM 
  
  
  
  
(FH)Sew it 
Seems  7PM 
  
  
(S) Choir re-
hearses 
7:30PM 

No staff meeting 
  
(A) Pastoral  
Support 1-5PM 
(By Appt.) 
  
(FH)Armchair 
Theologians  
7:30PM 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
(CH) Cub Scouts 
6:30PM 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
  
(FH) Men's AA 
7PM 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
(S) Chinese 
Prayer 7PM 

(FH) Open AA 
8AM 
(A)FAA 10:15AM 
 (FH) Baby 
Shower 
  

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
(S) MHUMC 
Worship at 
10AM. 
(S) Korean Wor-
ship 1-3PM 
(S FH) Chinese 
Worship 3-6PM 
Youth serve 
homeless 
5:15PM 
  

(KFH) LTP 7AM 
  
  
(FH)Sew It 
Seems 7PM 
  
(S) Choir re-
hearses 
7:30PM 

(A) Staff 
10:30AM 
  
(A) Pastoral  
Support 1-5PM 
(By Appt.) 
  
(FH) Armchair 
Theologians 
7:30PM 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
(CH) Cub Scouts 
6:30PM 
  

(FH) Catherine 
Stone Circle 
9:30AM 
  
  
  
  
(FH) Men's AA 
7PM 

  
  
  
  
  
  
(S) Chinese 
Prayer Service 
7PM 

(FH) Open AA  
8AM 
NO FAA TODAY 
  
  
  
  

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
(S) MHUMC 
Worship at 
10AM 
(S) Korean Wor-
ship 1-3PM 
  
(S FH) Chinese  
Worship 
3-6PM 

(KFH) LTP 7AM 
  
  
(FH) Sew It 
Seems 7PM 
  
(S) Choir re-
hearses 
7:30PM 

(A)Staff 
10:30AM 
  
(A) Pastoral  
Support  1-5PM 
(By Appt.) 
  
(FH) Armchair 
Theologians 
7:30PM 

  
  
  
  
  
  
(CH) Cub Scouts 
6:30PM 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
(FH) Men's AA  
7PM 

  
  
  
  
  
  
(S) Chinese 
Prayer Service 
7PM 

(FH) Open AA  
8AM 
(A) FAA 
10:15AM 
  
  
  
  
  

29 30 31         
(S) MHUMC 
Worship at 
10AM 
(S) Korean Wor-
ship 1-3PM 
(S FH) Chinese 
Worship 3-6PM 
(KFH) Youth 
meet 6-8PM. 
Adults serve 
homeless 
5:15PM 

(KFH) LTP 7AM 
  
  
FH) Sew It 
Seems 7PM 
  
(S) Choir re-
hearses 7:30PM 
  

(A)Staff 
10:30AM 
  
(A) Pastoral 
Support 1-5PM 
(By Appt.) 
  
Armchair Theo-
logians 
7:30PM 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
LEGEND: 
(A) Annex 
(S) Sanctuary 
(FH) 
Fellowship 
Hall 
   
  

  
  
(KFH) 
Kitchen of 
Fellowship 
Hall 
(CH) Carriage  
House 
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January Youth Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Happy New Year!             

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
Bowling! Meet at the 
bowling alley from 
5-7pm. $4 per game 
and $4.50 shoe 
rental. 

            

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
Serve at the home-
less shelter. Meet at 
5:15 at church. 

            

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
Youth Group. Meet 
at the church from 
6-8pm.  

Video: “The Legend 
of the Sceva House” 

Pasta night. 

           

29 30 31         
 
Usher at worship 
9.30 am 

Sr. High Sticky 
Faith. “Identity That 
Sticks” 

Taco night. 

            

Save the Date: 

 Feb. 5: Souper Bowl of Caring 

 Feb. 22: Ash Wednesday 

 April 1: Palm Sunday 

 April 8: Easter 

Jan. 1—Brad & Jennifer Gremban 

Jan. 8 —Greg & Nina Huffman 

Jan. 15—Bill & Carrie Hightower 

Jan. 22—Carol Frazer & Jane Blisset 

Jan. 29—Youth Group 

January Ushers 



VOLUME  1 , ISSUE  1  PAGE  10  

Prepared by Pastor Patrick  based on Mark’s 

Story of Jesus (Fortress Press, Philadelphia, 

1979) by Dr. Werner Kelber, Professor of Reli-

gious Studies, Rice University, Houston, Texas 

Last year during one of our worship services I 

asked:  ―who would be interested in biblical 

studies?‖  Not many hands went up.  I then 

asked ―who would be interested in biblical 

studies, if you had the time?‖   I was impressed 

that a majority of those 

present raised their 

hands affirming that they 

would (if they had the 

time).  

Ever since that worship 

service I have been 

thinking of how to make 

accessible biblical mate-

rial available when folks 

had the time to access that material.  So I de-

cided to try an experiment: If biblical material 

is made accessible, would folks avail them-

selves to use it?  My aim is to make biblical 

material available when folks are available and 

in a format easily accessible.  

So I offer these monthly articles as an experi-

ment in providing accessible and available bib-

lical material to support our faith formation as 

disciples of Christ and to enrich our dialogical 

sermons and worship experience.       

Over the next eight weeks I will be preparing a 

sermon series based on the Gospel of Mark 

with special emphasis on chapters one, eight 

and nine.    

Read Mark Like a Novel 

But to really appreciate Mark I hope you will 

read more than just those three chapters.  

Please read the entire Gospel of Mark.  Read it 

as if you were reading a novel for the first 

time, from 1:1 to 16:8.   

A couple of techniques to use as you read 

Mark.  First, avoid  injecting into Mark any of 

your existing knowledge of Jesus from the 

other three gospels:  Matthew, Luke or John.  

Just simply read Mark on its own terms.   

Mark is based on the sermons of Peter and both 

Matthew and Luke based their gospels on 

Mark.  Mark is the oldest of the three synoptic 

gospels (synoptic meaning having a similar 

point of view, as contrasted with that of John‗s 

gospel).   

Mark tells Good News 

And second, keep in mind that Mark is a 

gospel of Jesus and not a historical ac-

count about the life of Jesus.  Mark isn‘t a 

professor of history and Mark was not 

written to be a history book.  Rather, 

Mark is a gospel and as such it is a mes-

sage or an announcement proclaiming 

some good news.   

The word gospel is our English word derived 

from the Old English gōd-spell, meaning 

"good news" or "glad tidings." We get our 

word gospel from the Greek word εὐαγγέλιον, 

euangelion (eu-"good", and -angelion 

"message" thus ―good message―).   

This ―good message‖ was written to introduce 
Gentile readers 

(mainly non-Jewish 

people) to Jesus as a 

man of authority who 

travels throughout 

Galilee preaching and 

promoting the King-

dom of God through 

extraordinary deeds of 

power.   

Jesus' true identity is 

kept secret and only gradually revealed as the 

reader gets closer to the end of the gospel (an 

important theme throughout Mark known as 

the Messianic Secret illustrated by Jesus si-

lencing the demoniacs he heals in order to 

keeps his identity and mission a secret).   

A Biblical Background on The Gospel of Mark 

Mark tells of the “Good 

News” of Jesus to non-

Jewish readers. 

My aim is to make 

biblical material 

available when folks 

are available and in 

a format easily 

accessible.  



in Mark is described as a journey.  And there is 

a logic to Jesus‘ journey when compared and 

contrasted with John the Baptist.  John is active 

in the wilderness (1:4,6) and Jesus will go into 

the wilderness (1:12).  

John is a preacher calling for repentance (1:4) 

and Jesus is a preacher calling for repentance 

(1:14-15).   John forgives sins (1:4-5) and so 

will Jesus (2:5, 10).  Both John and Jesus die a 

violent death (6:14-29; 15:21-39).   

Jesus, John Constrasted 

But there are differences too.  John is an ascetic, 

solitary personality (1:6) and his disciples are 

instructed to practice fasting (2:18).  But Jesus 

eats and socializes with tax collectors and sin-

ners (2:15-17), and his disciples do not observe 

the rules of fasting (2:18) nor do they ritually 

wash their hands before meals (7:2).   

John preaches only in the area of the Jordan 

Valley (1:5).  But Jesus is a traveling preacher 

on the move throughout Mark (Galilee, Jerusa-

lem, the Jordan Valley and Jericho). 

At Jesus‘ baptism by John in the Jordan River 

(1:9) the focus is on the opening of the heavens, 

the descent of the Spirit, and the heavenly voice 

(1:10-11).  When Jesus 

emerges from the water he 

sees ―the heavens opened 

and the Spirit descend-

ing‖ (1:10).  Neither the 

crowd nor John the Bap-

tist witnesses this extraor-

dinary spiritual event.   

Jesus‘ reception of the 

Spirit is personal and an 

act of greatest privacy.  

Only the reader of Mark is 

made privileged to this 

knowledge as well as a witness to the heavenly 

voice addressing Jesus personally and identify-

ing him as God‘s beloved Son (1:11).   

Meaning of Baptism 

Mark is for Non-Jews 

Mark is writing to an audience that consisted 

of non-Jews (Gentiles). This idea rests on two 

basic points:   First, Mark was written in 

Greek, not Aramaic. Greek was the universal 

language of the Mediterranean world in the 

first century, while Aramaic was the language 

common only to the Jews and the language Je-

sus spoke.  

If Mark had been writing to Jews specifically, 

he would have written in 

Aramaic. And Mark in-

terprets Aramaic phrases 

for the readers (5:41, 

7:34, 14:36, 15:34), 

something that would 

have been unnecessary 

for a Jewish audience.   

Additionally, Mark often explains various Jew-

ish customs, something that would not have 

been necessary had Mark been writing to a 

Jewish audience living in the first century AD.   

Temple Destruction is Background 

So the Gospel of Mark was written to a non-

Jewish group some time after the Jewish Re-

volt against Rome (66-74 CE).  This revolt re-

sulted in the fall of Jerusalem and the total de-

struction of the Jewish Temple in 70 CE; and 

may be what Mark is referring to in chapter 13.  

If the crucifixion of Jesus is dated some time 

between 30-33 CE then Mark was written 

some forty years after the destruction of the 

Temple in Jerusalem.  The destruction of the 

Jewish Temple had a traumatic effect for both 

Jews and Jewish Christians of that time. 

Jan. 8: John the Baptist 

On Sunday January 8th we begin in Mark with 

John the Baptist who prepares the way for Je-

sus.  Mark describes Jesus‘ moving about in 

terms of ―the way.‖  Jesus is certainly ―on the 

way‖ as he is in constant movement from place 

to place throughout Mark.  Jesus‘ whole career 
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Jesusõ whole 

career in Mark is 

described as a 

journey.   

The Spirit descended 

at Jesus‟ baptism.. 
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In baptism, such as that received by Jesus 

(Mark 1:4-11) we experi-

ence a God who chooses 

to communicate by the 

indwelling of the Holy 

Spirit.  If we welcome 

God‘s Spirit in commun-

ion with us, then it makes 

a deeper call on our voca-

tions as disciples and wit-

nesses to God‘s presence 

in the world through us.  Our baptism is the 

recognition (the outward sign of an inward 

grace) of the Holy Spirit at work within us and 

that recognition has to make a difference in 

how we live day by day (see Act 19:1-7).   

Jan. 15:  A Break 

On January 15 we will break from the Gospel 

of Mark and focus on the Gospel of John 1:43-

51 in our observance of Human Relations Sun-

day and Martin Luther King Jr.‘s birthday.  But 

for now back to Mark. 

Jan. 22:  Temptation 

On Sunday January 22, we will focus on 

Mark 1:12-20, the Temptation of Jesus.  

Empowered with the Spirit, Jesus is driven 

by the Spirit to be tested with temptations. 

Jesus defeats his temptation and proclaims 

―the right time has been fulfilled and the 

Kingdom of God has arrived, repent and 

believe in the good news‖ (1:14-15).   

Jesus demonstrates that by the power of the 

Holy Spirit at work in us we can turn from 

our old life (driveness/temptations) and em-

brace the new life he offers.  Whatever tempts 

us away from seeking justice, loving our 

neighbors, carrying for the destitute is what we 

can be about.  For the time is at hand.  God‘s 

time always effects mercy and grace, pardon 

and second chances even if this troubles and 

offends some.   

Kingdom of God is Here 

We also are introduced to four fishermen (1:16

-20) who Jesus calls into a communal 

relationship.  The Kingdom Jesus pro-

claims begins to take on a communal 

dimension revealing the Kingdom as en-

tirely of this world.  The good news of 

the Kingdom‘s arrival is announced to 

people and people are called into the ser-

vice of the Kingdom.  The Kingdom is 

the people of God.  Simon and Andrew, 

James and John are called to follow Je-

sus ―on the way‖ and privileged to learn the 

lessons of the Kingdom.  So by following 

along the way with Jesus the reader too will 

find the keys (lessons) to who Jesus really is 

and path to the Kingdom. 

Jan. 29: Mission 

On Sunday, January 29 we will focus more on 

how the mission of the Kingdom is emerging.  

In Mark 1:21-28 Jesus leaves the Lake of Gali-

lee along with these four fishermen who joined 

him on his way to the lakeside town of Caper-

naum.  It is there that Jesus per-

forms his first exorcism (1:21-

27) casting out an evil spirit.  

Jesus had entered the synagogue 

to teach and his teaching had 

such authority that an unclean 

spirit recognized him as ―Jesus 

of Nazareth… the Holy One of 

God.‖  In Mark there is instant 

recognition and confrontation 

between evil and holy: ―Have 

you come to destroy us?‖ (1:24) 

asks the unclean spirit.   

Jesus confronts Evil 

Jesus‘ mission in Mark is intended to oppose 

not merely a single exponent of evil, but the 

―us‖ in verse 24 implies a confrontation against 

the entire power structures of evil in this world 

(keep in mind that the Kingdom in Mark has 

arrived not otherworldly, but now in this 

world).   

A Biblical Background on The Gospel of Mark (continued) 

By following along 

with Jesus, the 

reader will find the 

keys to who Jesus 

really is and path to 

the Kingdom. 

Jesus invites fisher-

men to follow him. 



Evil comes from a failure to think. It defies 

thought for as soon as thought tries to engage 

itself with evil and examine the premises and 

principles from which it 

originates, it is frustrated 

because it finds nothing 

there. That is the banality of 

evil. 

Immediately after Jesus con-

frontation with evil, he goes 

to the home of Simon and 

heals Simon‘s mother-in-

law.  But I will write more 

about that in next month‘s 

Good News newsletter. 

Questions 

For now we have observed Jesus from the time 

of his baptism to his first day in Capernaum.  

He came to announce the Kingdom of God and 

to initiate its arrival in opposition to the forces 

which threatens and destroys human life.   

It is important to note that the two healings so 

far of the possessed man in the synagogue and 

Simon‘s mother-in-law, concerned a suffering 

male and a suffering female.  Do you think this 

is incidental to the logic of Mark‘s telling of 

the Kingdom story?  The Kingdom is the peo-

ple of God liberated from the forces of evil---

males and females equally.   

Nature of The Kingdom 

But what exactly the nature of the Kingdom is 

the reader does not know fully at this point.  It 

is only emerging---gradually being revealed 

(like the Hymn of Promise ―unrevealed until 

its season, something God alone can see‖).  It 

is only by reading Mark‘s complete story will 

the full character and reality of the Kingdom 

be disclosed.  

 Enjoy your Faith! 
 Pastor Patrick 

If we were to take this story of Jesus to heart, 

how might it affect the way we think and en-

gage those structures of our society, both insti-

tutional and corporate that cause suffering and 

pain for so many in our world?  How do we 

like Jesus speak out of love on God‘s behalf to 

confront what Hannah Arendt called the 

―banality of evil.‖  

Source of Evil 

While covering the 1961 trial of Adolf 

Eichmann, a Nazi official charged with the 

orderly extermination of Europe‘s Jews,  Ar-

endt herself a German-Jewish exile struggling 

in the most personal of ways to come to grips 

with the utter destruction of European society, 

wrote a series of articles for The New Yorker.  

These articles eventually became the book 

―Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Ba-

nality of Evil.‖  Arendt tried to tackle a string 

of questions not necessarily answered by the 

trial itself: Where does evil come from? Why 

do people commit evil acts? How are those 

people different from the rest of us? 

Her conclusions were profound. People who 

do evil are not necessarily monsters; some-

times they‘re just bureaucrats. The Eichmann 

she observed on trial was neither brilliant nor a 

sociopath. He was described by the attending 

court psychiatrist as a 

―completely normal man, 

more normal, at any rate, 

than I am after examining 

him.‖ Evil, Arendt sug-

gests, can be extraordinary 

acts committed by other-

wise unremarkable people: 

[Arendt] insisted that only good had any 

depth. Good can be radical; evil can never be 

radical, it can only be extreme, for it possesses 

neither depth nor any demonic dimension yet 

— and this is its horror! — it can spread like a 

fungus over the surface of the earth and lay 

waste the entire world.  
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Good has depth; 

Good can be 

radical.  

Evil comes from a 

failure to think. 

Jesus invites us to be in 

service of the Kingdom. 

http://www.amazon.com/Eichmann-Jerusalem-Report-Banality-Evil/dp/0140187650
http://www.amazon.com/Eichmann-Jerusalem-Report-Banality-Evil/dp/0140187650
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Sign Up by Jan. 20 for the 2012 Relay for Life 

Please join us May 19th & 20th 

2012, at Community Park for the 

11th. annual Relay For Life. 

Now is the time to put your team 

together and start fundraising. 

KICK-OFF for Relay is Jan 19th. 

at Holiday Inn Express, 5:00 to 

7:00PM, free registration until 

Jan 20th 

2012. You 

never know 

when you 

or a loved 

one may 

here the 

Next newsletter deadline: 

February 6, 2012 

A 2011 team celebrates the Relay. 

Photo courtesy Morgan Hill Relay for 

Life. 

words, "You have cancer". We need 

to continue to Pray and raise funds 

for research. Build a team, make a 

difference, join RELAY. 


